Nov. 11-20.]     Johnson flattered by a compliment.     457
and, instead of being angry at many of those who have written against me, have smiled to think that they were unintentionally subservient to my fame, by using a battledoor to make me virum volitarc per ora\
At Sir Alexander Dick's, from that absence of mind to which every man is at times subject, I told, in a blundering manner, Lady Eglintoune's complimentary adoption of Dr. Johnson as her son ; for I unfortunately stated that her ladyship adopted him as her son, in consequence of her having been married the year after he was born. Dr. Johnson instantly corrected me. ' Sir, don't you perceive that you are defaming the countess? For, supposing me to be her son, and that she was not married till the year after my birth, I must have been her natural son.' A young lady of quality, who was present, very handsomely said,' Might not the son have justified the fault?' My friend was much flattered by this compliment, which he never forgot. When in more than ordinary spirits, and talking of his journey in Scotland, he has called to me, ' Boswell, what was it that the young lady of quality said of me at Sir Alexander Dick's ?' Nobody will doubt that I was happy in repeating it.
My illustrious friend, being now desirous to be again in the great theatre of life and animated exertion, took a place in the coach, which was to set out for London on Monday the 22nd of November3. Sir John Dalrymple pressed him
calumny or ridicule, for then I shall be neglected and forgotten.' Cro-ker's Boswell, p. 837. See ante, ii. 70, and pp. 198, 311, 'There was much laughter when M. de Lesseps mentioned that oji his first visit to England the publisher who brought out the report of his meeting charged, as the first item of his bill, ".£50 for attacking the book in order to make it succeed." "Since then," observed M. dc Lesseps, " I have been attacked gratuitously, and have got on without paying."' The Times, Feb. 19, 1884.
1                        'To wing my flight to fame.'
DRYDEN.   Virgil, Georgics, iii. 9.
3 On Nov. 12 he wrote to Mrs. Thrale : — 'We came hither [to Edinburgh] on the ninth of this month. I long to come under your care, but for some days cannot decently get away.' Piozzi Letters,
i. 202.
to him round Parnassus,' he said, ' Sir, I am very glad to hear this. I hope the day will never arrive when I shall neither be the object of
